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Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 

STATISTICAL  MEMORANDA  FOR  1947. 

Area  in  Acres  .  10,695 

Resident  Population  (Mid-Year,  1947)  ..  ..  24,110 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1947  .  .  . .  7,071 

Rateable  Value  to  General  Rate  on  1st  April,  1947  .  .  £106,841 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  .  . .  . .  £410 

Births  (Live) — 

Legitimate  :  240  Males,  229  Females]  . .  .  .  484 

Illegitimate  :  9  Males,  6  Females] 

Stillbirths — 

Legitimate:  11  Males,  7  Females!  ..  ..  19 

Illegitimate:  1  Male,  —Females] 

Deaths —  146  Males,  119  Females  ..  ..  265 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year — 

Legitimate  :  14  Males,  9  Females  \  . .  . .  24 

Illegitimate  :  1  Male,  —  Females ] 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  . .  20.1 

Still  Births  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  37.8 

Death  Rates  (all  per  1,000  estimated  population) — 

All  Causes  .  H.O 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven  principal)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .08 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  .  .  .  .  .  .33 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.04 

Cancer .  1.41 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  .  .  . .  . .  3.15 

Infant  Mortality — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  . .  49.6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  49.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  66.6 
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Diarrhoea— (Deaths  in  Infants  under  2  years  of  age 

per  1 ,000  live  births)  ..  .  ..  ..  2.07 

Maternal  Mortality — (Deaths  of  Mothers  in  child¬ 
birth  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.99 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

Other  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.99 


RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1947. 


Under 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—45 

45—65 

Over  65 

1  year 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

Total 

24 

2 

2 

6 

13 

71 

147 

265 

STAFF  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 
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G.  F.  IDLE,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  A.R.San.I., 
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Miss  M.  CAMERON,  State  Registered  Superintendent  Health 
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Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  twelve  months  ended  December  31st,  1947. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  with  the  exception  of  the  customary 
biennial  Measles  epidemic,  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 
remained  low.  For  the  first  time  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
in  your  area.  The  incidence  of  Infantile  Paralysis  was  also  low 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  cases  occurring  throughout  the 
County. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  housing  position  was,  if  anything,  more  acute  than  before 
and  caused  very  great  physical  and  mental  distress  amongst  a 
large  number  of  our  population. 

With  an  increased  Birth  Rate,  the  demand  for  Institutional 
accommodation  remained  high,  but  we  were  fortunate  in  obtain¬ 
ing  beds  for  almost  every  case  where  a  real  need  existed. 

Stourton  Day  Nursery  was,  as  usual,  full  and  had  a  lone 
waiting  list. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  report  an  increased  Birth  Rate, 
now  standing  at  20.1  per  thousand,  and  the  Death  Rate,  reduced 
to  11.0,  must  also  be  considered  good. 

Matters  regarding  Cleansing  and  Salvage  are  dealt  with  in 
the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  implementation  of  the  1946  National  Health  Service  Act 
will  mark  the  end  of  Rothwell  as  an  autonomous  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authority.  Whatever  be  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
new  Scheme,  it  must  be  a  matter  of  regret  to  all  concerned  that 
we  are  to  lose  control  of  a  service  which  ranks  second  to  none  in 
the  country,  irrespective  of  size.  At  the  same  time,  the  traditions 
built  up  by  so  many  years  of  care  and  service  need  not  necessarily 
be  lost,  provided  the  person  responsible  for  the  Service  in  the 
future  is  able  to  maintain  that  degree  of  personal  and  local  in¬ 
terest  demanded.  Thus  it  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  record  the 
inception  on  April  1st  of  this  year,  of  the  new  County  Divisional 
Health  Scheme.  This  ensures,  amongst  other  things,  that  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  will  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  of  an  area  with  a  total 
population  of  about  52,000.  This  means  that  he  will  be  able  to 
maintain  very  close  contact  with  staff  and  people  and  ensure  that 
personal  attention  to  detail  which  is  so  necessary  in  order  that  a 
Service  shall  “  live  ”  in  actual  fact  and  not  merely  on  paper  or  in 
statistical  records.  I  believe  that  this  scheme,  which  seems  to  be 
gaining  acceptance  as  a  prototype  throughout  the  country,  will 
ensure  a  continuance  of  the  standards  to  which  we  have  become 
accustomed,  and  that  our  mothers  and  babies  will  be  assured  that 
their  interests  and  welfare  will  continue  adequately  to  be  served. 

The  trend,  on  which  I  commented  last  year,  of  increased 
size  and  improved  nutritional  standards  of  our  youngsters  is  being 
maintained.  Such  nutritional  deficiency  diseases  as  rickets  have 
quite  disappeared  from  our  area,  and  one  never  encounters 
nowadays  a  child  whose  bow  legs  and  bulbous  head  stand  witness 
to  neglect  or  poverty  in  early  childhood.  This  is  a  great  tribute 
to  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  been  responsible  for  formulating 
policy  in  relation  to  national  nutrition,  and  however  one  may 
lament  the  monotony  of  our  meals,  one  is  bound  to  admit  that  the 
“  bricks,”  with  which  the  nation  is  built,  are  being  moulded  in  a 
way  that  will  ensure  sound  physical  architecture,  and  a  well-knit 
national  fabric  in  the  years  to  come.  The  adequate  supply  of 
dried  milks  has  contributed  to  a  considerable  extent  to  this  end. 
One  is  forced  to  modify  one's  ideas  in  the  light  of  experience,  and 
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I  am  becoming  increasingly  sceptical  of  the  dictum  that  the  breast 
fed  baby  is  necessarily  a  better  specimen  than  his  bottle  fed  con¬ 
temporary.  I  agree  that  the  risks  of  infection  in  the  breast  fed 
infant  in  relation  to  gastro-intestinal  upset  are  markedly  dimin¬ 
ished,  but  if  adequate  hygienic  precautions  are  observed,  I  am 
compelled  to  admit  that  the  health,  vigour,  and  nutritional  tone, 
of  many  of  our  artificially  fed  babies  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  of  the  finest  breast  fed  youngster.  In  view  of  the  many 
nervous,  psychological,  and  domestic  influences  which  undoubtedly 
make  breast  feeding  almost  an  impossibility  for  many  mothers,  I 
have  increasingly  been  willing  to  recommend  supplementary  or 
entire  artificial  feeding,  with  undoubtedly  beneficial  results  to 
both  mother  and  infant.  This  view  is  shared  by  my  Superin¬ 
tendent  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Cameron,  whose  knowledge  and 
experience  in  this  field  are  second  to  none.  It  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  her  work  has  once  again  maintained  the  astonishingly  high 
level  to  which  one  has  become  accustomed.  In  view  of  the  Con¬ 
tinuing  shortage  of  Health  Visitors — a  shortage  which  is  now,  I 
hope,  slowly  becoming  less  acute — this  achievement  is  worthy  of 
an  even  greater  meed  of  praise  than  usual. 


Table  1. 

CLINIC  ATTENDANCES  IN  AGE  GROUPS  SHOWING 
AVERAGE  WEEKLY  ATTENDANCE  AT  FIVE  CLINICS. 


Clinic 

Under 

1  year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Total 

Average 

Weekly 

Attendance 

Rothwell 

2,819 

550 

410 

3,779 

77.12 

Lofthouse  .  . 

1,823 

367 

442 

2,632 

53.71 

Stourton 

696 

92 

68 

856 

30.57 

Oulton . 

843 

163 

158 

1,164 

43.11 

Methley 

1,127 

212 

181 

1,520 

31 .02 

Total 

7,308 

1,384 

1,259 

9,951 

235.53 

Table  la. 

INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  IN  CLINIC  ATTENDANCE 

DURING  1947. 


Clinic 

Under 

1  year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Total 

Rothwell . 

133 

107 

121 

361 

Lofthouse  . 

65 

104 

124 

293 

Stourton . 

49 

38 

36 

123* 

Oulton  . 

60 

60 

58 

178 

Methley . 

67 

53 

61 

181 

Total . 

374 

362 

400 

1,136 

♦Inclusive  of  19  cases  residing  in  Leeds  and  attending  Stourton 

Clinic. 
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Table  lb. 

NEW  CLINIC  ENTRANTS  DURING  1947. 


Clinic 

Under 

1  year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Total 

Rothwell . 

166 

4 

5 

175 

Lofthouse  . 

101 

3 

5 

109 

Stourton . 

53 

— 

1 

54* 

Oulton  . 

61 

1 

3 

65 

Methley . 

71 

4 

2 

77 

Total . 

452 

12 

16 

480 

*  Inclusive  of  5  cases  residing  in  Leeds  and  attending  Stourton 

Clinic. 


Table  lc. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  (BIRTH  TO  FIVE  YEARS) 
IN  AREA  31st  DECEMBER,  1947,  WITH  PROPORTION 

OF  CLINIC  ATTENDERS. 


Age 

No.  of 
Children 
in  Rothwell 
Area 

No.  of 
Children 
in  Clinic 
Attendance 

Percentage  of 
Children 
in  Clinic 
Attendance 

Under  1  year  . 

491 

374 

76.0 

1 — 2  years . 

390 

362 

92.8 

2—5  years . 

1,021 

400 

39.1 

Table  2. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING 

1947. 


Birth  to 

1  year 

1 — 2  years 

2 — 5  years 

Total 

1,256 

331 

267 

1,854 
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The  diminution  in  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the 
Sunray  Clinics  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  improved 
physical  standard  obtaining  throughout  the  area.  At  the  same 
time,  the  service  remains  available  and  proves  extremely  valuable 
for  the  debilitated  child. 


Table  3. 


RECORD  OF  SUNRAY  WORK  DURING  1947. 


No.  of 
Sessions 

No.  of 
Treat¬ 
ments 
given 

No.  of  individua 
Children  treate< 

d 

1 

No.  of 
Mothers 
treated 

Total 

Average 

Attendance 

per 

Session 

Under 
1  year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

School 

Chil¬ 

dren 

126 

1,406 

3 

36 

31 

29 

0 

99 

11.15 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Infant  mortality  has  declined  slightly  this  year  to  49.6  per 
thousand  live  births.  An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  again 
reveals  that  some  of  these  were  due  to  causes  arising  after  the 
birth  of  the  child  and  which  must,  for  that  reason,  be  regarded  as 
avoidable.  The  remarks  which  I  made  in  my  last  Report  still 
apply,  but  owing  to  difficulties  of  materials  it  has  not  yet  been 
possible  to  arrange  for  the  opening  of  the  Post-Natal  Hostels 
which  it  was  hoped  would  be  established.  Once  again  I  should 
like  to  express  my  view  that  these,  if  practicable,  would  prove  of 
great  benefit  and  would  assist  materially  in  lowering  infantile 
deaths,  particularly  in  the  neo-natal  period. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  can  inform  you  that  during  the  year 
a  highly  qualified  Paediatrician  has  been  available  at  regular 
monthly  Clinics,  or  on  call,  to  give  advice  and  help  in  cases  of 
particular  difficulty.  He  has  brought  to  the  work  an  unrivalled 
knowledge  of  his  subject,  together  with  a  personality  which  has 
endeared  him  to  staff  and  mothers  alike.  This  service  is  one 
which  I  hope  to  see  expanded  and  amplified  in  the  future. 

Care  of  premature  babies  has  been  a  matter  of  concern  and 
all  the  usual  measures,  including  provision  of  a  special  cot  and 
feeding  appliances,  have  been  maintained.  The  care  of  the 
premature  infant  is  an  extremely  difficult  matter  and  opinion  is 
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sharply  divided  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  home  or  Institutional 
care.  My  belief  is  that  where  home  conditions  are  reasonable, 
and  the  co-operation  of  an  intelligent  mother  assured,  an  infant 
is  much  more  likely  to  survive  if  kept  at  home,  and  the  routine 
admission  of  all  premature  babies  to  Institutions  is  to  be  deplored. 
At  the  same  time,  where  the  mother,  due  to  her  own  qualities,  or 
to  the  domiciliary  circumstances  in  which  she  finds  herself,  is 
unable  to  provide  an  adequate  standard  of  care,  the  baby’s  best 
hope  of  survival  is  to  be  taken  into  proper  Institutional  accom¬ 
modation  and  this  has  been  arranged  whenever  circumstances 
have  justified  the  measure. 

The  illegitimate  baby  has,  as  usual,  been  given  a  rather  extra 
amount  of  care  by  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  and  the  welfare  of  these 
infants  has  been,  in  almost  every  case,  found  to  be  satisfactorily 
safeguarded. 


Table  4. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1  wk. 

1—2 

wks. 

2—3 

wks. 

3—4 

wks. 

1—3 

mths. 

3—6 

mths. 

6—9 

mths. 

9—12 

mths. 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Acute  Bronchitis  .  . 
Premature  Birth 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Congenital  debility- 
Congenital  atelect- 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

asis  of  lungs 
Broncho-pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Whooping-cough 

Icterus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Neonatorum 

Gastro-intestinal 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

catarrh . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Hydrocephalus 

Acute  gastro- 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

enteritis 

Asphyxia  and 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

atelectasis  .  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Intussusception 

Cerebral 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

haemorrhage 
Intra-cranial  haem¬ 
orrhage  following 
instrumental 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

delivery 

Acute  intestinal 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

obstruction 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Glioma  cerebri 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

6 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

16 
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Table  5. 

INFANT  DEATHS  PER  THOUSAND  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


1903- 

-1912 

1913- 

1922 

1923-1932 

1933- 

-1942 

1943-1947 

1903 

171 

1913 

139 

1923 

82 

1933 

77.8 

1943  42.2 

1904 

145 

1914 

120 

1924 

112 

1934 

50 

1944  40.0 

1905 

161 

1915 

125 

1925 

72 

1935 

38 

1945  51.7 

1906 

121 

1916 

85 

1926 

74.2 

1936 

57 

1946  56.0 

1907 

140 

1917 

142 

1927 

65 

1937 

68 

1947  49.6 

1908 

148 

1918 

84 

1928 

71.7 

1938 

65 

1909 

112 

1919 

61 

1929 

89.3 

1939 

42.4 

1910 

133 

1920 

83 

1930 

31 

1940 

43 

1911 

116 

1921 

86 

1931 

72.2 

1941 

50.8 

1912 

58 

1922 

90 

1932 

40.9 

1942 

37.2 

Average — 

Average — 

Average — 

Average — 

Average — 

130 

.5 

101 

.5 

71 .0 

52. 

9 

47.5 

Table  6a.  Table  6b. 

Details  of  Details  of 

STILL-BIRTHS  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 

for  the  past  Five  years.  for  the  past  Five  years. 


Proportion 

Proportion 

of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

of  Still- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Neo-Natal 

Year 

Live 

Still- 

births  per 

Year 

Live 

Neo- 

Deaths  per 

Births 

births 

100  Live 

Births 

Natal 

100  Live 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

1943 

379 

7 

1 .84 

1943 

379 

16 

4.22 

1944 

425 

14 

3.27 

1944 

425 

17 

4.00 

1945 

367 

10 

2.72 

1945 

367 

9 

2.45 

1946 

411 

12 

2.9 

1946 

411 

16 

3.9 

1947 

484 

19 

3.9 

1947 

484 

16 

3.3 

In  the  case  of  the  youngsters  from  one  to  five,  there  has  been 
a  reduction  in  deaths  in  this  group  from  nine  to  two,  and  this  must 
be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory.  The  two  deaths  which  occurred 
were  a  female  aged  two  years  and  a  male  aged  four  years  and  were 
due  to  Lymphatic  Leukaemia  and  Crush  Injury  to  Chest  (Railway 
Accident)  respectively. 

One  factor  which  has  adversely  affected  the  health  and  welfare 
of  many  young  children  has  been  the  incidence  of  upper  respiratory 
conditions  such  as  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  An  additional 
difficulty  has  been  the  enormous  waiting  period  of  up  to  three 
years  necessary  before  operative  treatment  could  be  given  in 
Hospital.  Thus,  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  can  report  the 
setting  up  of  a  regular  Clinic,  held  at  fortnightly  intervals,  at 
which  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist  on  the  staff  of  the 
Leeds  General  Infirmary  attends.  Cases  which  in  his  opinion 
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need  operative  treatment  are  admitted  by  him  to  the  Castleford 
and  Normanton  Hospital  with  a  very  short  delay  of  not  more 
than  a  few  weeks,  and  the  service  is  proving  of  inestimable  value 
in  improving  the  standard  of  health  of  our  children  and  in 
eliminating  a  serious  cause  of  chronic  debility  and  deafness. 

Day  Nursery. — Stourton  Day  Nursery  continues  to  cater 
for  the  needs  of  those  mothers  who  go  out  to  work.  It  is  con¬ 
sistently  full  and  there  is  a  considerable  waiting  list  for  admission. 
The  care  and  attention  given  to  the  children  is  reflected  in  their 
high  standard  of  health  and  their  astonishing  freedom  from 
outbreaks  of  epidemic  disease.  This  latter  factor  has  been 
observed  over  a  period  of  years  and  even  when  a  Measles  epidemic 
was  raging  in  the  area,  only  one  case  occurred  amongst  children 
in  attendance  at  the  Nursery.  The  reason  for  this  is  very  hard 
to  explain  but  we  can  at  least  accept  it  as  a  refutation  of  the 
argument  that  Nurseries  tend  to  increase  the  risk  of  infection. 

A  further  point  I  should  like  to  make  is  in  connection  with 
recent  statements  that  it  is  psychologically  bad  for  children  to  be 
separated  from  their  mothers.  Whilst  I  believe  this  to  be  true 
in  the  case  of  young  babies,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  older 
children  from  eighteen  months  to  five  years  are  suffering  in  any 
way  from  their  daily  separation.  So  happy,  indeed,  are  they  that 
the  parents  frequently  state  that  their  offspring  cry  to  come  to 
the  Nursery  on  Sunday  mornings  and  holidays.  There  is  certainly 
no  evidence  to  suggest  that  their  health  or  psychological  balance 
is  in  any  way  adversely  affected. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  AND  MATERNAL  WELFARE. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year,  due  to  a 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy  which  gave  rise  to  no  symptoms  and  which 
was  only  discovered  at  the  post  mortem  on  the  mother  who, 
prior  to  her  admission  to  Hospital  for  what  was  thought  to  be  a 
normal  delivery,  presented  no  abnormal  findings  whatever,  either 
at  the  Clinic  or  at  prior  Hospital  examinations.  Thus  a  careful 
appraisal  of  the  circumstances  indicates  that  no  precaution  or 
measure  could  have  been  taken  and  that  the  fatality  was  un¬ 
foreseeable  and  unavoidable. 

The  numbers  of  mothers  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
are  satisfactorily  maintained  and  very  careful  care  and  supervision 
is  thus  made  possible.  At  present,  approximately  50  per  cent, 
of  births  occur  in  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals,  and  demand  for 
Institutional  accommodation  shows  no  sign  of  slackening.  The 
causes  for  the  demand  are,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  found  to  be 
domestic  circumstances.  A  large  number  of  young  married 
couples  are  living  with  in-laws  or  in  lodgings  and  are  unable  to 
arrange  for  their  confinements  to  take  place  under  suitable  con¬ 
ditions  at  home. 
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In  my  last  Report  I  expressed  the  hope  that  the  former 
Isolation  Hospital  would  soon  be  converted  to  Maternity  Home 
purposes.  This  hope  has  been  doomed  to  disappointment  owing 
to  the  subsidence  which  has  occurred,  with  consequent  structural 
damage.  It  is  feared  that  not  less  than  two  years  will  elapse 
before  it  is  possible  to  resume  the  alterations  which  were  already 
well  advanced.  At  the  same  time  the  Hospital,  which  now  is 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  has,  I 
understand,  been  earmarked  for  Maternity  Home  purposes  and  so 
it  is  permissible  to  view  the  future  with  a  modified  optimism  and 
to  feel  that  at  least  the  use  of  the  premises  is  not  altogether  lost 
to  our  community.  In  the  meantime,  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  for  the  efforts  which 
are  made  to  secure  admission  for  our  mothers  to  neighbouring 
Maternity  units.  At  the  present  time,  no  case  which  is  booked 
sufficiently  early  in  pregnancy  is  unable  to  obtain  admission, 
although  on  one  or  two  occasions  it  has  been  necessary  to  make 
rather  a  long  journey  to  some  distant  Maternity  Home. 

When  domestic  and  social  circumstances  are  suitable,  and 
there  is  no  obstetrical  abnormality,  I  feel  that  it  is  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  patients  to  be  confined  in  their  own  homes.  The 
risks  associated  with  Institutional  confinements  bear  with  par¬ 
ticular  hardness  on  the  babies  who  inevitably  run  a  much  greater 
risk  of  infection  even  under  the  most  rigorously  ordered  regime. 

I  think  that  when  housing  conditions  become  easier,  the  trend  will 
be  reversed  and  a  far  greater  proportion  of  our  mothers  than  at 
present  will  prefer  to  have  their  babies  at  home. 

Table  7. 


DETAILS  OF  ATTENDANCES  AT  ANTE-NATAL 

CLINICS  DURING  1947. 


Total  No. 

of 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Attending 

New  Cases 

No.  of 
Sessions 
held 

Average 

Attendance 

per 

Session 

Gross 
total  of 
Attend¬ 
ances 

Primi- 

para 

Multi- 

parae 

New 

Cases 

Old 

Cases 

Rothwell  .  . 
Methley 

269 

30 

144 

14 

127 

13 

142 

17 

102 

25 

20.61 

10.32 

2,103\ 

258/ 

Totals 

299 

158 

140 

159 

127 

2,361 

N.B.- — 2,361  includes  15  attendances  Post-Natally  of  13  women. 

158  cases  carried  over  from  1947  are  also  included  in  the 
2,361. 

112  cases  carried  forward  into  1948  for  delivery. 
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Table  8. 

PERIOD  OF  PREGNANCY  AT  WHICH  FIRST 
ATTENDANCE  (1947)  TOOK  PLACE. 


1st 

month 

2nd 

month 

3rd 

month 

4th 

month 

5th 

month 

6th 

month 

7th 

month 

8th 

month 

9th 

month 

Not- 

Preg 

nant 

Total 

4 

34 

68 

90 

50 

33 

13 

3 

3 

1 

299 

Table  9. 

ABNORMAL  CONDITIONS  ARISING  IN  CASES  IN 
ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC  ATTENDANCES. 


Hypertension  . 

2 

Instrumental  Deliveries 

6 

Hypertension,  Medical  In- 

Long  Delayed  Labour, 

In- 

duction  in  Hospital 

1 

strumental  Delivery 

•  . 

2 

Breech  Presentation 

3 

Long  Delayed  Labour, 

In- 

Pyelitis . 

2 

strumental  Delivery  result- 

Mitral  Stenosis  . 

3 

ing  in  Stillbirth 

,  , 

1 

Disproportion,  admitted  to 

Medical  Inductions  in  Hos- 

Hospital  for  Caesarian 

pital  . 

1 

Section  . 

1 

Pre-Eclampsia,  Medical 

In- 

Flat  Pelvis,  admitted  to 

duction  in  Hospital 

•  . 

1 

Hospital  for  Caesarian 

Acute  Eclampsia,  resulting 

Section  . 

1 

in  Maternal  Death  .  . 

,  , 

1 

Fractured  Pelvis,  admitted 

Albuminuria 

3 

to  Hospital  for  Caesarian 

Adherent  Placenta 

,  , 

1 

Section  . 

1 

Placenta  Praevia  Breech 

Caesarian  Section . 

1 

Delivery . 

1 

Miscarriages . 

5 

Twin  Delivery 

1 

Stillbirths  . 

6 

Congenital  Lues  .  . 

1 

Premature  Twins 

1 

Ectopic  Gestation 

.  , 

1 

Premature  Delivery 

2 

Thyrotoxicosis 

1 

Premature  Delivery,  Breech 

Mentally  Deficient 

•  • 

1 

Presentation  . 

1 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage 

Premature  Stillbirth  .  . 

1 

Placenta  Praevia 

,  , 

1 

Premature  Delivery,  child 

Glycosuria  resulting  in 

a 

died  at  4  days . 

1 

Stillbirth  in  Hospital 

•  • 

1 

Uterine  Inertia,  Post-Partum 

Posterior  Position 

,  , 

1 

Haemorrhage . 

1 
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Table  10. 

CONFINEMENT  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CASES  IN 
ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC  ATTENDANCE  DURING  1947. 


Normal  Deliveries  .  .  .  .  270 

(Hospital  138,  Home  132) 
Abnormal  Deliveries  .  .  .  .  68 

(Hospital  45,  Home  23) 


Left  the  area  . 

Due  for  delivery  in  1948  11 

Not  Pregnant  .  1 


Total  457 


Once  again  I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  loyalty  and 
devotion  which  the  Voluntary  Workers  have  given  throughout 
the  year.  Their  attendance  does  much  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
the  Nursing  Staff  and  enables  the  latter  to  concentrate  on  their 
professional  work. 


Table  11. 

RECORD  OF  HOME  VISITATION. 


First  Visits  (under  one  year)  .  .  .  .  .  .  488 

Re-visits  (under  one  year)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,366 

One  to  two  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,096 

Two  to  five  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,575 

Ante-Natal  First  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  74 

Ante-Natal  Re-visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  74 

Total  Home  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,673 


Total  Clinic  Sessions  held  during  1947  : — 

Infant  Welfare  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  224 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  126 

Ante-Natal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  127 

Dental  Sessions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Consultative  Ante-Natal  Sessions  .  .  .  .  — 

Consultative  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  .  .  .  .  4 


481 


tO  05 


16 


RESCUE  SERVICES. 


Hospital  treatment  for  all  emer¬ 
gency  maternity  cases. 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  in 
which  housing  conditions  are 
undesirable. 

Hospital  provision  (free)  for  all 
cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Ambulance  free  in  all  above  cases. 

Consultative  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
with  Specialist  in  attendance. 

Consultation  at  home  with 
Specialist  in  cases  of  abnor¬ 
malities,  arising  ante-natal, 
post-natal  or  during  labour. 

Child  Welfare,  ante-natal  and 
post-natal  Services  (under  our 
own  control)  with  Medical  and 
Health  Visiting  Staff. 

Provision  (free)  for  X-Ray 
examination  of  maternity 
cases  of  dubious  diagnosis. 

Immunisation  (Diphtheria) 

Clinic. 


Home  Consultation  with  Oph¬ 
thalmic  Specialist  in  emergency 
cases. 

Hospital  provision  for  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Orthopaedic  hospital  provision 
for  children  under  five. 

Provision  of  dental  treatment 
for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers. 

Provision  of  dental  treatment  for 
children  under  five. 

Assisted  Scheme. — Grants  of 
dried  milks  and  Cod  Liver  Oil 
at  reduced  terms  in  accordance 
with  income. 

Provision  of  Sun-ray  treatment 
for  debilitated  children  under 
five  and  for  expectant  mothers. 

Home  Helps. 


Health  Visitors. — The  work  of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  is 
still  carried  on  under  difficulties,  Miss  Cameron  and  Mrs.  Wood 
being  our  only  two  Visitors.  All  attempts  at  increasing  the  staff 
have  been  of  no  avail  and  I  am  afraid  that  a  period  of  one  or  two 
years  must  elapse  before  we  can  hope  to  recruit  further  workers. 

Convalescent  Home  Provision  for  Debilitated  Mothers 
and  their  Infants,  and  for  Children  under  five. — Two  cases 
were  admitted  during  the  year  to  the  Yorkshire  Home  for  Mothers 
and  Babies  at  Harrogate. 

Child  Life  Protection. — At  the  end  of  1947  there  was  one 
foster-mother  nursing  a  child  for  reward  in  this  area. 

Dental  Treatment  for  Children  under  five  and  for 
Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. — The  arrangement  previously 
holding  is  still  in  existence.  Increasing  stress  is  being  laid  upon 
priority  for  dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers,  and  young 
children,  and  a  considerable  expansion  of  the  Dental  Services  is 
to  be  expected  as  soon  as  staff,  premises  and  equipment  are 
available. 
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Ophthalmic  Service. — Provision  is  made  for  home  con¬ 
sultation  with  Ophthalmic  Specialist  in  emergency  cases  and 
hospital  treatment  is  available  for  all  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum. 

Orthopaedic  Provision. — -Orthopaedic  Hospital  provision 
is  available  for  children  under  five. 

Contributory  Payments  towards  Bus  Fares. — In  the 

case  of  women  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  contributory 
payments  are  made  by  the  Authority  towards  the  cost  of  bus  fares. 

Nursing  Homes. — No  Nursing  Homes  have  been  registered 
in  this  District  and  no  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

Home  Help  Cases. — No  case  was  attended  by  a  Home  Help 
during  1947. 


HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Laboratory  facilities  have  been 
available  as  in  previous  years  and  once  again  I  should  like  to 
acknowledge  my  debt  to  the  Laboratory  Staff  for  the  prompt, 
efficient  and  willing  manner  in  which  they  have  undertaken  every 
investigation. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Since  the  closing  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  conveyed  in  Leeds 
City  ambulances  sent  from  Seacroft  Hospital.  Our  own  ambulance 
has  been  responsible  for  the  transport  of  non-infectious  diseases 
and  accidents.  The  extension,  on  a  regional  basis,  of  the  am¬ 
bulance  service  is  now  under  way  and  although  progress  seems 
slow,  it  is  possible  to  foresee  the  developments  which  are  likely 
to  mature  in  the  near  future.  This  should  ensure  a  complete 
and  comprehensive  ambulance  (<  cover  ”  for  the  area  with  con¬ 
stantly  available  services  in  co-operation  with  surrounding  areas. 

Nursing  Provision. — District  Nurses  in  the  area  still 
number  three  and  are  the  same  who  were  engaged  in  this  work  in 
previous  years.  The  District  Nurse,  under  the  new  Act,  changes 
her  title  to  Home  Nurse  and  comes  under  the  administrative 
control  of  the  Local  Health  Authority.  This  should  ensure  a 
uniformity  of  standard  and  should  make  possible  greatly  increased 
services  and  a  much  greater  equalisation  Of  duties  and  of  inter¬ 
change  of  relief  personnel.  It  is  thought  that  the  increasing 
expectation  of  life  will  inevitably  give  rise  to  larger  numbers  of 
elderly  persons  who  may  be  suffering  from  some  chronic  illness  or 
debilitating  disease  arid  who  may  need  to  be  nursed  at  home. 
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This  factor  is  one  of  very  great  importance  at  the  present  time 
when  the  acute  shortage  of  Hospital  Nurses  makes  it  essential 
that  every  case  admitted  to  Hospital  is  one  who  is  likely  to  benefit 
permanently  by  treatment  there,  and  that  the  fewest  possible 
number  of  beds  is  occupied  by  long  stay,  or  senile  patients.  Thus 
the  Home  Nursing  Service  will,  in  my  opinion,  fulfil  an  increasing 
and  ever-widening  field  of  service  and  should,  if  properly  used,  do 
much  to  relieve  the  intolerable  pressure  on  available  Hospital 
accommodation. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics 
used  solely  for  Diagnosis  or  Consultation: — 

{a)  Five  Welfare  Clinics  ;  one,  the  Central  Clinic  at  Roth  well, 
and  one  each  at  Stourton,  Lofthouse,  Methley  and  Oulton. 

(b)  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
and  fortnightly  at  the  Methley  Clinic. 

(c)  Post-Natal  Clinic  held  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic. 

(d)  Staff  of  two  Health  Visitors,  one  being  the  Supervisory 
Head. 

(e)  Panel  of  Home  Helps. 

(/)  Scabies  Clinic,  held  at  the  Central  Clinic,  Rothwell. 

Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary. — Infectious  Diseases  are 
now  admitted  to  Seacroft  Isolation  Hospital,  Leeds.  Maternity 
cases  go  to  the  County  General  Hospital,  Wakefield,  or  Leeds 
Maternity  Hospital  ;  acute  medical  or  surgical  cases  to  Leeds 
General  Infirmary,  St.  James',  Leeds,  or  to  Clayton  Hospital, 
Wakefield  ;  Orthopaedic  and  industrial  accident  cases  to  Pinder- 
fields  Emergency  Hospital  which  specialises  on  this  type  of  case 
and  is  doing  very  useful  work  in  this  essentially  mining  community 
with  its  high  industrial  accident  rate. 

Nursing  Staff. — T  he  continued  shortage  of  qualified  Nursing 
Staff  has  made  it  necessary  to  utilise  clerical  assistance  in  the 
Clinics  throughout  the  year.  This  has  enabled  the  Nurse  to 
devote  her  entire  time  to  her  professional  duties  and  has  cut  out 
much  of  the  irritating  routine  work  connected  with  the  sale  of 
foods,  checking  of  coupons,  etc. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  water  supply  during  the  year. 
The  amounts  obtained  are  as  follows  : — - 

Leeds  Corporation  .  .  .  .  251,401,000  gallons 

Morley  Corporation  .  .  .  .  29,440,000 

Wakefield  Corporation  .  .  32,298,000 
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Of  this  quantity,  164,718,000  gallons  were  used  for  trade 
purposes  and  the  balance  of  149,421,000  gallons  was  allocated  to 
domestic  purposes  and  leakage  respectively. 

The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  was  17.8  gallons,  and  for  trade  purposes,  19.6  gallons. 

Throughout  the  year  the  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity.  Eighteen  bacteriological  examina 
tions  and  eighteen  chemical  analyses  were  made,  samples  being 
taken  throughout  the  district.  In  sixteen  of  these  cases  the  water 
was  reported  to  be  satisfactory  ;  in  the  remaining  two  cases  (taken 
late  in  1947)  the  water  was  re-sampled  in  1948  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  area  is  without 
Plumbo-Solvent  action. 

The  following  is  an  example  of  the  result  obtained  by  analysis 
of  the  mains  water  of  this  district,  and  is  typical  of  all  the  samples 
taken. 


Bacteriological  Test — 

Number  of  organisms  per  1  cc.  after  3  days  at 

20—22  degs.  C.  .  30 

Number  of  organisms  per  lcc.  after  2  days  at 

37  degs.  C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Bacillus  Coli  Aerogenes — No.  per  100  ccs.  Less  than  1 
This  is  a  class  1  water. 


Chemical  Test — 

Parts  per  100,000 


Total  Solids  .  .  .  .  .  .  7.0 

Chlorine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.2 

Nitrites  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  none 

Nitrates  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  A  trace 

Free  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .005 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .  .008 

Metals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

Total  Hardness  .  .  .  .  3.6 

pH  .  7.2 


This  is  a  water  of  satisfactory  organic  quality. 

The  three  stand-pipes  previously  mentioned  are  still  in  use. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage.— This  matter  has  been  dealt  with 
in  detail  in  the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation.  —  Public  Cleansing.  —  These 
matters  are  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Shops  and  Offices. — No  statutory  action  has  been  found 
necessary,  but  routine  inspection  is  carried  out. 

Camping  Sites. — See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — No  public  baths  in  this 

area. 


Bed  Bug  Disinfestation. — There  is  no  evidence  to  suggest 
that  this  infestation  is  widespread.  The  few  cases  discovered 
have  been  disinfested  by  the  use  of  D.D.T. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  provisions  of  the  above 
Act  so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  Local  Council  are  enforced  where 
necessary.  We  rely  in  the  main  on  the  good  offices  of  H.M. 
Factory  Inspectorate,  who  advise  us  of  the  defects  or  omissions 
which  they  note  in  the  course  of  their  routine  examinations.  We 
do,  so  far  as  time  permits,  carry  out  inspections  of  factories  and 
workshops,  so  that  between  the  two,  this  particular  phase  of  work 
is  adequately  covered.  Lists  of  outworkers  are  supplied  by  the 
neighbouring  authorities  and  these  are  investigated  where  thought 
necessary,  although  it  is  noteworthy  that  remarkably  little  power 
exists  to  deal  with  any  unsuitable  conditions  found. 


HOUSING. 

Everything  which  I  said  in  my  1946  Report  is  equally 
applicable  to  present-day  circumstances.  The  allocation  of  new 
houses  is  insufficient  to  keep  up  with  dilapidations  and  the  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  families  requiring  separate  accommodation. 
Thus  very  great  hardship  is  being  caused  to  a  large  section  of  the 
community.  The  conflicting  claims  of  those  who  are  living  in 
lodgings,  with  their  in-laws,  or  separated  from  members  of  their 
family,  are  very  hard  to  settle  and  the  task  of  the  House  Letting 
Committee  is  a  most  unenviable  one.  All  that  one  can  hope  is 
that  the  fairest  possible  means  of  judging  needs  is  applied,  and  I 
believe  that  this  is  being  done  through  the  Points  Scheme  at 
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present  in  use.  Inevitably  there  is  much  heart-burning  amongst 
those  who  are  unsuccessful,  but  this,  I  fear,  is  at  the  moment 
unavoidable  and  reflects  the  over-all  shortage. 

One  point  which  becomes  increasingly  obvious  is  the  un¬ 
fortunate  effect  which  the  housing  shortage  is  having  on  babies 
and  young  children.  It  is  a  daily  occurrence  to  be  interviewed 
by  mothers  who  are  distressed  by  the  psychological  upset  which  is 
being  experienced  by  their  offspring.  Almost  always  this  is 
traceable  to  the  fact  that  children  are  being  "  spoilt  ”  either  by 
grandparental  indulgence  or  by  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  child 
quiet  in  someone  else’s  house.  Without  doubt,  this  is  giving  rise 
to  a  very  great  deal  of  mental  distress  and  is  prejudicing  the 
behaviour,  stability,  and  character,  of  the  youngsters,  who  are 
thus  made  the  pawns  of  domestic  unhappiness. 

Seven  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented  during  the 
year,  undertakings  being  accepted  in  each  case  not  to  re-occupy. 
Two  houses  were  vacated  during  1947. 

Details  of  housing  inspection  and  repairs  required  to  be  done 
during  1947  will  be  found  in  the  Table  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 


The  following  Table  is  self-explanatory  : — 


Table  12. 

HOUSING  ACTIVITIES  DURING  1947. 


No.  of  Houses  Inspected 

No.  of  Visits  made 

Under 

Housing 

Act 

Under  Public 
Health  Act 
(Minor  Defects) 

Total 

Under 

Housing 

Act 

Under 
Public 
Health  Act 

Total 

464 

714 

1,178 

552 

1,312 

1,864 

Informal  Notices 

Statutory  Notices 

No.  issued 

No.  completed 

No.  issued 

No.  completed 

479 

367 

250 

201 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 


The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  is  the  complete  absence 
of  Diphtheria.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Rothwell 
Urban  District,  no  “  positive  ”  case  was  notified  during  1947. 
This  is  no  accident.  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  the  logical  outcome 
of  the  years  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff, 
during  which  the  vast  bulk  of  our  child  population  has  been 
protected  by  immunisation.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  guard 
against  complacency.  This  immunity  can  only  be  maintained 
at  the  cost  of  constant  vigilance,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  reservoir 
of  immunised  children  should  be  maintained  at  its  present  high 
level.  At  the  same  time,  congratulations  are  due  to  the  com¬ 
munity  for  its  freedom  from  this  dread  disease. 

Measles,  with  665  cases,  showed  its  expected  incidence.  I 
am  glad  to  record  that  no  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Whooping  Cough  declined  from  138  to  85  cases  and  few 
severe  attacks  were  reported.  We  still  await  satisfactory  and 
controlled  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of  a  prophylactic  serum  against 
Whooping  Cough. 

Experiments  are  still  proceeding  and  optimism  as  to  their 
outcome  is  felt  generally. 

Scarlet  Fever  remained  steady  at  92  cases  and  it  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  no  increase  in  incidence  resulted  from  the  newly 
instituted  practice  of  nursing  Scarlet  Fever  cases  at  home  wherever 
practicable.  Of  recent  years  this  practice  has  been  widely 
followed  in  many  areas  throughout  the  country.  In  the  present 
state  of  acute  bed  shortage  and  the  mild  type  of  Scarlet  Fever,  it 
is  agreed  by  all  Fever  specialists  that  routine  Hospitalisation  of 
such  cases  is  a  waste  of  valuable  and  urgently  needed  bed  space. 
At  the  same  time,  cases  are  always  admitted  when  the  family 
doctor  considers  such  a  course  necessary. 

Infantile  Paralysis  occurred  in  three  children  during  the 
year — one  in  the  5 — 10  and  two  in  the  10—15  age  groups.  No 
contact  or  connection  was  traceable  between  any  case  and  any 
other  known  source  of  infection.  In  the  convalescent  stage  two 
of  the  children  were  admitted  to  Pinclerfields  Hospital  for  ortho¬ 
paedic  treatment  and  this  course  should  do  much  to  ensure  the 
fullest  restoration  of  function  in  the  affected  limbs. 

No  death  occurred  from  any  infectious  disease. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  rate  was  satisfactorily 
maintained  throughout  1947.  No  drive  was  held  and  a  steady 
number  of  children  were  immunised  as  a  routine  measure  at  all 
the  Welfare  Clinics.  This  method  is  the  one  which  time  and 
custom  have  proved  most  satisfactory  in  this  area  and  the  results 
obtained  are  such  that  no  deviation  would  appear  desirable  or 
necessary.  The  figures  and  percentages  are  given  in  Table  No.  15. 


Table  13. 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN 
AGE  GROUPS  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS). 


Disease 

Under 

1 

yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yrs. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

15-20 

yrs. 

20-35 

yrs. 

35-45 

yrs. 

45-65 

yis. 

Over 

65 

yrs. 

Total 

Smallpox . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ — 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

0 

0 

2 

7 

3 

34 

33 

4 

5 

1 

3 

0 

92 

*Diphtheria  . 

Acute  Anterior 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

8 

0 

20 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

Measles  . 

28 

50 

71 

112 

136 

235 

25 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

665 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

16 

10 

11 

21 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

85 

34 

67 

84 

131 

161 

294 

60 

11 

8 

8 

13 

1 

872 

*  Four  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria  notified  and  removed  to  Hospital,  but  proved  “  Negative.” 


Table  14. 

SHOWING  PARTICULARS  OF  CASES  ADMITTED  TO 

HOSPITAL  DURING  1947. 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

28 

47 

Suspected  Diphtheria 

2 

2 

4* 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Observation 

2 

4 

6 

Total 

25 

36 

61 

*A11  proved  “Negative." 
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Table  15. 

IMMUNISATION  RECORDS,  1947. 


1  to  5 

years 

5  to  15 
years 

Total 

Immunised  in  Clinics 

Immunised  in  Schools  under  W.R.C.C. 

296 

1 

297 

Scheme  .  . 

0 

94 

94 

“  Booster  ”  doses  carried  out  in  Clinics.  . 

0 

22 

22 

“  Booster  ”  doses  carried  out  in  Schools.  . 
“  Booster  ”  dose  carried  out  by  own 

0 

68 

68 

Doctor 

0 

1 

1 

Immunised  by  own  Doctors 

14 

2 

16 

Percentage  of  Child  Population  Immunised  as  at  31st  December,  1947  : — 
Birth  to  five  years  .  .  76.3  per  cent. 

Five  to  fifteen  years  .  .  87.2  per  cent. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  was,  during  1947,  a  marked  diminution  of  new  cases, 
only  16  Respiratory  and  5  Non-Respiratory  cases  being  notified, 
as  against  28  and  9  respectively  in  1946.  The  deaths  were  8 
Respiratory  as  against  7  in  the  previous  year,  but  no  Non-Res¬ 
piratory  death  occurred. 

The  most  encouraging  feature  is  the  marked  drop  in  the 
number  of  newly  notified  Respiratory  cases.  Throughout  the 
year  it  has  been  my  practice  to  obtain,  wherever  possible,  ameliora¬ 
tion  of  housing  conditions  for  families  in  which  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  occurred,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Council  have 
always  been  willing  to  give  sympathetic  consideration  in  such 
cases. 

As  a  means  of  preventing  spread,  the  diminished  risk  of  in¬ 
fection  when  tuberculous  families  are  properly  housed  is  very  well 
known,  and  I  feel  that  if  this  policy  is  conscientiously  pursued  it 
should  result  in  a  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  newly  in¬ 
fected  persons.  One  difficulty  which  has  made  itself  increasingly 
felt  is  the  very  great  shortage  of  Sanatorium  beds.  This  means, 
in  effect,  that  only  those  cases  in  which  some  hope  of  cure  can  be 
entertained  are  admitted  to  Sanatoria.  Thus  many  people  who 
are  very  ill  and  dangerously  infectious  have,  of  necessity,  to  be 
discharged  to  their  homes,  throwing  an  added  burden  on  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  care  for,  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of,  domiciliary 
tuberculosis. 
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Table  16. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1- — 5  years  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 — 15  years 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 — 25  years 

2 

6 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

25 — 35  years 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35 — 45  years 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

45- — 55  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55 — 65  years 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Over  65  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

8 

8 

2 

3 

4 

4 

0 

0 

INFESTATIONS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  Scabies  has  now  virtually 
disappeared.  During  the  whole  of  1947  only  36  Scabies  cases  and 
11  contacts  were  treated,  against  a  total  of  132  in  the  previous 
year. 


Pediculosis  too  seems  to  be  much  less  prevalent  than  of 
former  years.  The  method  of  treatment  by  Lethane  Oil  is  still  in 
use  and  nit  combs  are  still  provided  where  necessary. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  for  the  cleansing  of 
verminous  persons. 


Table  17. 

SCABIES  TREATMENT. 


1947 

1946 

Scabies 

cases 

treated 

Contacts 

treated 

Scabies 

cases 

treated 

Contacts 

treated 

Men 

8 

1 

15 

6 

Women 

4 

6 

23 

15 

Children  (under  16  years) 

24 

4 

69 

6 

Totals 

36 

11 

105 

27 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures,  4  cases  and  2  contacts  residing 
outside  the  area  were  treated  during  1947. 
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In  concluding  this  Report,  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committees  for  the  help  and  consideration 
which  they  have  shown  me  throughout  the  year,  and  also  to  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  T.  Wilson,  and  his  colleagues  and 
staff  at  the  Rothwell  Health  Department,  for  the  unfailing 
co-operation  they  have  shown  and  for  their  readiness  to  undertake 
any  investigation. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  L.  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Rothwell ,  1948. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
for  the  Year  1947. 

Health  Department, 

Civic  Buildings, 

Rothwell. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Department 
for  the  year  1947,  this  being  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  to  you. 

The  events  which  have  occurred,  and  the  works  which  have 
been  performed  during  the  year,  are  in  no  way  exciting  or  melo¬ 
dramatic,  but  I  hope  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  pages,  to  show, 
in  addition  to  the  statistical  outline,  some  of  the  more  interesting 
or  noteworthy  events  of  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

This,  the  first  item  in  my  Report  is,  I  think,  properly  placed 
there,  because  I  still  reiterate  that  housing  is  the  most  important 
unit  in  public  life,  and  just  as  it  may  be  assessed  as  good,  bad  or 
indifferent,  so  may  the  resultant  lives  and  habits  of  the  people  be 
characterised. 

There  is  still  an  extraordinary  and  lamentable  shortage  of 
houses.  Within  the  confines  of  this  area,  there  are  many  houses 
not  fit  to  hold  one  family,  which  are,  perforce,  having  to  hold  two, 
and  in  some  cases  three  different  family  units,  and  although  the 
Council,  through  their  Housing  Department,  are  doing  all  that  is 
possible,  and  indeed,  all  that  they  are  permitted  to  do  in  the  way 
of  providing  new  houses,  at  the  present  rate  of  progress  it  looks 
as  though  it  will  not  be  my  successor,  but  his  successor,  who  will 
be  reporting  to  the  Council  when  the  housing  need  has  been  met. 
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I  am  satisfied  in  that  my  observations  on  Housing  in  the  last 
Report  received  some  comment,  both  locally  and  generally,  which 
at  least  showed  that  they  had  been  read,  and  from  that  point 
alone  I  feel  that  Annual  Reports,  besides  being  a  statutory  duty, 
are  worthwhile,  in  that  they  bring  the  salient  points  of  ones  work 
to  public  view.  You  will  recall  that  in  my  Report  last  year,  I  told 
you  of  the  inauguration  of  the  Points  Scheme,  and,  twelve  months 
later,  I  am  able  to  report  that  the  Scheme  is  still  in  operation,  and 
is  serving  its  purpose.  I  think  that  the  public  generally  are  more 
satisfied  now  that  they  know  housing  priority  is  calculated  by  the 
yardstick  of  the  Points  Scheme,  and  not  by  the  whim  or  fancy  of 
an  individual,  or  a  group  of  individuals.  From  my  observations 
I  can  say  that  the  Scheme  has  been  used  without  fear  or  favour, 
and  although  the  last  decision  between  two  or  more  applicants 
whose  points  values  are  identical  has  to  be  a  human  or  a  personal 
one,  there  has  been  no  undue  unfairness. 

By  the  decision  of  the  Council,  the  Health  Department  are 
allowed  15  per  cent,  of  all  houses  built  for  their  use  in  dealing  with 
applicants  who  have  special  priority  by  reason  of  living  in  con¬ 
demned  or  otherwise  extremely  unfit  dwellings,  or  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  the  administration  of  this  allocation 
has  been  so  flexible  as  to  allow  urgent  cases  to  be  dealt  with 
immediately. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  under  review,  the  erection  of 
houses,  both  by  private  persons  and  by  the  Council,  continued, 
18  private  houses  and  41  Council  built  houses  being  actually  com¬ 
pleted  and  habited  during  1947. 

During  the  year  the  following  statutory  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts  was  taken  : — 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  (Housing)  served  under 

Sec.  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  the  above  Notices  complied  with  .  .  0 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  (Public  Health)  served  248 
Number  of  the  above  Notices  complied  with  .  .  201 

Number  of  houses  represented  under  Sec.  11  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-use  .  .  .  .  7 

Number  vacated  during  1947  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

NUISANCES. 

A  total  number  of  714  nuisances  were  reported  or  found  during 
the  year,  and  1,312  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
discovery  and  abatement  of  these.  730,  that  is  the  year’s  total 
plus  a  balance  of  16  from  1946,  required  abatement  during  the 
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year,  of  which  number  555  were  actually  abated,  leaving  a  balance 
outstanding  of  175.  479  Informal  Notices  were  served,  of  which 

367  were  complied  with.  248  Statutory  Notices  were  served,  and 
201  of  these  were  complied  with,  and  to  secure  compliance  with 
some  of  .  those  outstanding,  3  summonses  were  issued. 

The  majority  of  the  nuisance  complaints  were  small,  and 
affected  such  things  as  stoppages  in  drains,  sink  pipes  and  such 
matters,  but  it  has  become  necessary  in  view  of  the  state  of 
decrepitude  of  many  houses,  to  deal  with  the  defects  therein  as 
Nuisances,  and  not  under  the  Housing  Acts,  as  would  be  the  case 
were  similar  conditions  found  in  houses  of  a  better  type.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  a  Notice  served  under  the  Housing  Act, 
when  satisfactorily  completed,  becomes,  in  fact,  a  certificate  that 
the  house  is  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation, 
but  this  procedure  cannot  be  used  in  old  houses,  or  houses  which 
cannot  be  made  in  all  respects  fit,  and  so  we  take  recourse  under 
the  Nuisance  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Our  “  hardy  annual  ”  the  Feast  Ground,  which  has  for  years 
been  used  intermittently  as  the  resting  place  of  caravans  during 
the  winter  months,  came  into  prominence  again,  and  the  whole 
position  was  reviewed  after  my  report  that  the  presence  of  caravans 
on  the  Feast  Ground  in  late  1946  and  early  1947,.  constituted  an 
offence.  Legal. opinion  held  these  caravans  were  entitled  to  use 
the  ground,  and  so,  in  order  to  control  the  use  of  the  land  as  far  as 
possible,  a  Licence  was  granted  to  the  occupier  of  the  ground,  after 
consultations  had  been  held  and  an  agreement  reached  as  to  the 
maximum  number  of  caravans  and  families  which  would  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  use  the  ground.  The  position  is  now  hygienically  satis¬ 
factory  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  since  the  grant  of  the  Licence  there 
has  been  very  little  use  of  the  ground,  but  I  personally  would  have 
preferred  to  have  taken  the  case  to  court  as  we  have  done  on 
previous  occasions,  as  I  feel  that  the  Licence  is  no  more  than  a 
“  gentleman's  agreement." 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  important  work  was  carried  on  without  any  undue 
difficulty  during  the  year,  and  the  five  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse 
Vehicles,  which  we  had  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  served 
very  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  the  age  of  the  two  earlier  ones,  which 
we  acquired  in  1938  and  1941. 

The  possession  of  five  vehicles  in  an  area  which  can  be  nor¬ 
mally  dealt  with  by  four,  proved  very  satisfactory.  The  extra 
vehicle  covers  break-down  and  maintenance  purposes,  and  provides 


that  spare  vehicle  which  is  so  desirable  for  the  collection  of  the  odd 
load  of  salvage  or  refuse  which,  from  time  to  time,  needs  immediate 
attention,  and  in  addition,  provides  a  vehicle  for  the  collection  of 
food  salvage. 

During  1947,  for  the  first  time  in  history  I  think,  and  certainly 
in  my  recollection,  we  did  not  hire  any  additional  vehicles,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  were  able  to  hire  out  to  other  Departments  a 
spare  vehicle  from  time  to  time. 

The  staffing  position  has  been  fairly  satisfactory,  and  we  have 
obtained  what  staff  we  needed. 

We  continued  to  dispose  of  refuse  by  controlled  tipping, 
three  tips  maintained  and  controlled  by  the  Council  being  in 
general  use,  while  occasional  disposals  in  outlying  parts  of  the 
district  are  made  to  farmers  and  market  gardeners  for  one  purpose 
or  another,  the  general  use  being  to  fill  up  low-lying  ground,  or  to 
riddle,  the  fine  ash  being  used  for  mechanically  lightening  the  soil, 
and  the  cinders  as  a  useful  addition  to  their  coal  and  coke  allocation 
for  greenhouse  firing.  The  tips  are  fairly  well  maintained,  although 
it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  should  a  shortage  of  staff  occur,  due  to 
illness  or  accident,  the  tip  men  have  to  be  taken  as  replacements 
on  the  cleansing  side,  but  no  complaints  have  been  received,  nor 
have  I  in  the  course  of  my  many  inspections  found  much  to 
grumble  about. 

Damage  is  caused  and  work  undone  by  the  action  of  “  tatters,” 
who  seem  to  watch  their  opportunity  to  go  on  to  the  tip  face  and 
sort  out  materials,  which  to  them  apparently  are  of  value.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  catch  them,  but  we  did  find  one  man  removing 
glass  jars,  and  court  action  was  taken.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  he 
could  not  give  a  satisfactory  address,  he  was  retained  in  custody, 
and  when  brought  before  the  court  was  fined  twenty  shillings  for 
the  offence,  which  fine  he  paid  on  the  spot,  which  may  be  taken  as 
an  indication  of  the  means  of  these  nondescripts. 

• 

In  view  of  the  general  coal  shortage,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
salvage  cinders  from  the  refuse,  and  I  had  originally  hopes  of  doing 
this  on  a  scale  which  would  provide  combustible  material  for  the 
people  of  the  district,  and  some  little  profit  for  the  Council,  but 
although  we  did  in  fact  secure  enough  cinders  to  augment  the 
firing  at  our  own  Cleansing  Depot,  it  was  not  found  economical, 
nor  indeed,  practicable  on  a  large  scale  without  the  purchase  of 
expensive  and  almost  unobtainable  equipment,  and  the  adaptation 
of  the  premises.  It  seems  to  me  regrettable  that  in  the  times  of 
fuel  shortage  so  much  combustible  material  should  be  disposed  of 
by  tipping,  but  as  I  have  said,  apart  from  the  installation  of 
expensive  apparatus,  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of  reclaiming  it. 


In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  coal,  and  the  hardships  suffered  by  people 
who  are  limited  in  the  amount  they  can  buy,  there  is  still  an 
enormous  amount  of  good  cinder,  and  in  some  cases  almost  un¬ 
believably,  raw  coal,  included  in  the  refuse. 

1  he  normal  cycle  of  emptying  of  dustbins  each  week,  and 
ashpits  every  three  weeks,  has  been  in  general  maintained,  and 
during  the  year  5,153  motor  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
conveyed  to  the  points  of  disposal. 

We  have,  during  the  year,  permitted  the  makers  of  an  ex¬ 
perimental  refuse  vehicle  to  do  some  field  trials  in  this  area.  The 
advantage  was  reciprocal  ;  we  had  work  done  for  nothing  and  the 
manufacturers  of  the  machine  gained  valuable  experience  in 
completing  the  finer  points  of  their  particular  machine.  The 

advent  of  such  a  new  machine  provided  interest  amongst  our 
employees. 

I  he  cesspool  and  gulley  emptying  machine  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  possesses  continued  to  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and 
in  addition  to  emptying  the  cesspools  in  the  area,  does  a  certain 
amount  of  street  gulley  emptying  and  private  work  in  the  nature  of 
emptying  trade  cesspools  and  giving  assistance  to  neighbouring 
Councils.  I  he  number  of  cesspools  in  the  area  has  been  reduced 
the  cesspools  serving  nine  houses  being  abolished  and  the  drains 
connected  to  the  sewer,  which  was  extended  for  this  purpose. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  as  expeditiously  and  hygienically  as  is 
possible,  but  are  at  the  best  a  noisome  acquisition  and  it  is  my 
avowed  policy,  wherever  it  is  physically  possible,  to  have  them 
eliminated,  and  a  more  hygienic  method  of  sewage  disposal  in¬ 
stalled.  The  number  of  cesspool  emptyings  is  reduced  from  its 
1946  figure  of  608  to  the  present  figure  of  351. 


1  he  amount  of  time  spent  on  sewer  and  drain  cleansing  was 
about  the  same  as  last  year,  namely  433  hours.  Domestic  pails 
are  emptied  by  the  same  machine,  again  the  most  hygienic  method 
of  emptying  1  can  apply  to  a  very  undesirable  set  of  sanitary 
appliances.  These  for  the  most  part  serve  houses  of  doubtful 
vintage,  which  it  is  my  intention  to  close  as  soon- as  can  be,  so 
meantime  we  do  not  ask  for  the  conversion  of  the  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences. 

Salvage  is  still  with  us,  and  kitchen  waste  is  the  chief  item. 
Collection  is  made  from  bins  distributed  throughout  the  area,  but 
the  amount  has  declined  by  some  22  tons  during  the  year,  actually 
a  total  of  104  tons  being  collected. 


Waste  paper  collected  too,  has  suffered  a  reduction,  42  tons 
being  sent  to  the  paper  mills  during  the  year,  as  against  51  in  the 
year  before.  This  is  in  spite  of  publicity  through  the  medium  of 
the  shops,  the  papers  and  the  local  cinemas,  and  although  our 
figures  for  kitchen  scraps  and  paper  have  always  been  low,  due  I 
think  to  the  semi-rural  character  of  the  district,  the  chief  cause 
for  the  diminution  since  the  war  ended  is  the  lack  of  interest.  The 
majority  of  our  waste  paper  salvage  comes  from  the  shops  which 
are  scattered  throughout  the  area,  and  from  which  we  make  a 
weekly  collection.  The  amount  recovered  from  individual  house¬ 
holders  is  lamentably  small,  but  the  paper  content  of  the  refuse  is 
appreciably  increasing. 

Our  profit  on  kitchen  waste  has  increased  because  we  have, 
as  I  intimated  in  our  last  year’s  Report,  ceased  to  bring  a  return 
load  of  processed  pig  food  into  the  area,  the  people  who  desire  to 
use  it  having  now  to  make  their  own  arrangements.  Although  I 
have  no  doubt  it  was  a  convenience  to  the  pig-keepers,  it  was  an 
expensive  one,  and  one  which  I  felt  the  ratepayer  had  no  right  to 
bear. 

The  payment  of  bonus  still  continues,  and  during  1947  a  total 
of  £48  8s.  lid.  was  divided  amongst  the  workmen.  Appended  is 
a  table  showing  the  weight  and  value  of  the  materials  salvaged 
during  the  course  of  1947. 


Table  Showing 

Weight  and  Value  of 

Materials 

Salvaged 

W  eight. 

Income. 

Material. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

£  s- 

d. 

Baled  Paper 

.  .  42  6  2 

0 

286  11 

I 

Unbaled  Paper  .  . 

14  0 

0 

7  10 

8 

Textiles 

.  .  1  6  2 

0 

29  5 

6 

Food  Scraps 

. . 104  5  2 

0 

162  17 

3 

Bones 

6  2 

0 

2  3 

8 

Bottles  and  Jars 

694  doz.  and  9 

,  . 

Corks 

42  doz.  and  6 

45  10 

1 

Total  ..  £533  18  9 


SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

With  the  continuance  of  new  house  building  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  and  private  builders,  the  work  of  inspecting  and 
testing  the  drainage  of  such  properties  was  continued,  and  all  the 
drains  at  such  properties  were  passed  by  this  Department  before 
being  finally  filled  in.  New  drainage  work  at  existing  properties 
was  required  in  16  cases,  and  the  drains  of  59  new  houses  were 
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inspected  and  passed.  The  re-drainage  of  property  in  Queen 
Street,  as  an  anti-flooding  measure,  was  completed  in  1947,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  lengths  of  rainwater  pipe,  which  were 
not  fixed  until  the  following  year.  No  flooding  has  occurred 
since,  but  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  no  storms  of  sufficient 
severity  have  occurred  since. 

The  trunk  sewer  in  the  park,  about  which  I  have  commented 
on  several  previous  occasions,  is  still  in  its  overtaxed  and  dilapi¬ 
dated  condition,  and  although  it  has  first  priority  when  such 
works  are  undertaken,  it  has  not  at  the  time  of  writing  (mid  1948) 
been  sanctioned,  and  I  understand  that  there  is  a  delay  of  some¬ 
thinglike  eighteen  months  in  the  delivery  of  the  necessary  materials. 
This  sewer  is  a  veritable  “  Sword  of  Damocles,”  and  should  its 
collapse  occur,  the  conditions  would  be  too  appalling  to  describe, 
as  it  carries  normally  450,000  gallons  of  sewage  every  twenty-four 
hours.  In  May  of  the  year  under  review  I  thought  this  had 
happened,  because  the  sewer  slightly  higher  up  began  to  overflow 
on  to  the  adjoining  land,  and  the  recording  at  the  sewage  works 
dropped  to  nil.  The  sewer  had  to  be  uncovered,  which  meant 
digging  eight  or  nine  feet  down  in  waterlogged  land,  but  with  the 
aid  of  the  large  pumps  belonging  to  the  National  Fire  Service, 
water  was  kept  down,  the  trenches  made  fit  to  work  in,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  cause  of  the  overflow  was  sundry  obstructions  in 
the  way  of  bricks,  tiles  and  such  like  matter,  and  once  these  were 
removed  the  sewer  functioned  better  than  it  had  for  some  time, 
but  still  a  cause  of  concern  and  anxiety. 


SANITARY  CONVERSIONS. 

The  work  of  converting  privies  and  ashpits  to  water-closets 
and  dustbins  has  continued,  and  in  all  49  houses  which  were  served 
by  20  ashpits,  38  privies  and  one  waste  water-closet,  were  provided 
with  39  water-closets  and  48  dustbins,  and  in  addition,  the  dry 
ashpit  serving  two  houses  was  closed  and  two  dustbins  were 
provided  in  lieu  thereof.  The  preparatory  work  for  several  other 
schemes  was  put  in  hand,  and  the  work  will  continue  at  properties 
where  the  problematical  life  of  houses  justifies  the  cost. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Twenty-nine  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  dairies  and 
milk  producing  premises  in  the  course  of  the  year,  no  complaints 
being  received  of  either  dirty  milk  or  unsatisfactory  cowsheds. 
A  retail  purveyor  was  found  with  a  vehicle  whose  condition  was 
far  from  satisfactory,  but  on  his  attention  being  drawn  to  this,  the 
vehicle  was  promptly  cleaned  up. 
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The  following  details  are  given  of  the  farms  and  retailers 


of  milk  in  this  area  : — 

No.  of  farms  producing  milk  (one  of  which  is 

Accredited)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  29 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  .  .  .  .  41 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  .  .  .  .  37 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licences  under  the  Milk 

(Special  Designations)  Order  .  .  ...  10 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL. 

Regional  slaughtering  still  continues  and  routine  slaughter¬ 
house  inspections,  therefore,  are  not  required. 

Sixteen  pigs  slaughtered  privately,  the  majority  of  these  being 
emergency  slaughters,  were  inspected  and  dealt  with  as  required. 
These  emergency  slaughters,  which  arise  when  a  pig,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  has  to  be  slaughtered  without  the  usual  14  days’ 
notice  to  the  Food  Office,  provide  extra  work.  By  arrangement 
with  the  Food  Office,  who  have  no  outside  inspectoral  staff,  we 
inspect  the  pigs,  which  are  the  subject  of  emergency  applications, 
on  their  behalf,  and  decide  whether  in  fact  they  can  or  cannot  be 
kept  for  later  slaughter.  One  case  was  discovered  of  slaughter 
without  notice,  and  the  Food  Executive  Officer  and  myself  had 
the  offending  pig  owner  before  us,  and  warned  him  of  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  such  a  practice. 


The  inspection  of  foods  at  the  Buffer  Depot  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  still  continues,  and  a  total  weight  of  1,072  lbs.  of  canned 
foods  of  every  description  was  condemned  and  destroyed,  or  used 
for  food  salvage,  according  to  the  condition.  23  visits  of  inspection 
were  made,  and  the  classification  of  the  various  types  of  food 
inspected  is  appended. 

Tinned  and  Prepared  Food  .  .  .  .  .  .  953  lbs. 

Frozen  Beef  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  70  ,, 

Sweets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8  ,, 

Beef  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14  ,, 

Pork  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27  ,, 


1,072  lbs. 


Eggs 


432 


WATER  SAMPLING. 

Although  all  the  water  used  for  human  consumption  is  from 
public  supplies,  these  supplies  are  sampled  every  quarter  and 
examinations,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological,  made.  18 
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chemical  and  18  bacteriological  samples  were  taken,  and  in  all  but 
two  cases  were  classified  as  suitable  for  drinking.  The  samples 
on  which  adverse  reports  were  received,  which  were  taken  on  the 
last  day  of  the  year,  were  re-sampled  in  1948  with  satisfactory 
results. 


PETROLEUM. 

During  1947  34  licences  were  issued  to  store  a  total  amount 
of  2,086,800  gallons  of  petrol,  33  of  these  being  renewals  of  existing 
licences,  and  the  other  for  newly-erected  premises. 

An  interesting  investigation  occurred  during  the  year, 
petroleum  vapour  being  reported  in  the  cellars  of  a  block  of  four- 
houses  some  150  yards  away  from  a  large  petroleum  store.  The 
smell  was  apparently  petrol,  and  it  appeared  likely  that  the  petrol 
might  be  escaping  from  the  tanks  of  the  store  referred  to  above, 
and  finding  its  way  by  means  of  a  top  water  drain  to  a  point 
adjacent  to  the  cellars.  The  petrol  tanks  and  supply  lines  were 
tested  with  satisfactory  results,  but  in  discussion  at  the  store  it 
was  learned  that  the  Diesel  oil  tanks  were  showing  a  certain 
amount  of  shortage,  and  the  tanks  and  pipes  were  tested  and  the 
pipes  found  to  be  defective.  The  defective  pipes  were  replaced, 
and  the  nuisance,  which  was  apparently  caused  by  the  vapour 
from  Diesel  oil,  and  not  from  petrol,  has  not  since  been  reported. 


SCHOOL  SANITATION. 

My  report  to  the  Education  Authority  last  year  about  the 
state  of  many  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  the  elementary 
schools  has  had  some  results,  and  although  all  the  items  which  I 
specified  have  not,  for  various  reasons,  been  brought  to  the 
standard  I  would  desire,  some  improvement  has  taken  place. 
The  worst  ones  remaining  are  those  belonging  to  the  Church 
Authorities,  where  there  seems  to  be  apathy  on  the  part  of  the 
Authorities  to  improve  the  schools. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  amount  of  work  under  this  heading  tends  to  decrease,  and 
to  alter  in  type.  Disinfection  after  the  removal  of  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  is  not  now  carried  out  as  a  routine  measure, 
although  we  do  disinfect  on  request  after  deaths  from  tuberculosis, 
cancer,  and  the  like,  and  we  also  disinfect  empty  houses  on  the 
request  of  the  incoming  tenant.  The  effect,  I  feel,  is  more  psycho¬ 
logical  than  physical,  but  old  habits  die  hard  and  if  it  does  not  do 
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a  lot  of  good,  it  at  least  does  no  harm,  and  the  resultant  clearing 
up  of  the  places  disinfected  afterwards  is  good.  Council  houses 
are  inspected  upon  vacation,  and  the  houses  and  furniture  of  in¬ 
coming  tenants  are  likewise  subjected  to  inspection.  In  this  way 
we  do  ensure  that  the  houses  are  clean  at  the  time  a  change  is 
effected,  and  that  the  ingoing  tenants  are  also  clean.  The  use  of 
D.D.T.  and  Gammaxene  has  provided  a  striking  change  in  pro¬ 
cedure,  and  although  I  was  inclined  to  be  noncommittal  in  my 
last  year’s  Report,  we  have  found  in  practice  that  these  types  of 
insecticides  are  easy  to  apply,  and  efficacious  and  lasting  in  their 
results.  Appended  is  the  number  and  type  of  treatments  carried 
out. 

Disinfections  after  removal  of  cases  of  Infectious 


Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Disinfections  of  empty  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Disinfestations  of  houses  for  vermin  .  .  .  .  16 

Disinfections  after  death  of  inmates  .  .  .  .  3 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

I  have  again  represented  you  upon  the  West  Riding  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  and  also  upon  the  newly-formed 
Yorkshire  Division  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society, 
both  of  which  Societies  have  common  aims,  the  latter,  however, 
including  all  those  people  interested  in  smoke  abatement,  in 
whatever  sphere  of  life,  as  opposed  to  the  former,  which  is  con¬ 
cerned  only  with  Local  Authorities.  No  marked  nuisance  has 
been  detected  from  smoke  or  grit  in  this  area  during  the  year, 
although  we  have  not  got  back  to  the  happy  state  when  we  could 
make  routine  smoke  observations. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  four  public  conveniences  situated  in  various  parts  of  the 
area  have  during  the  year  been  maintained  in  an  efficient  state, 
and,  strangely  enough,  following  my  remarks  in  last  year’s  Report 
of  the  amount  of  damage  done,  there  has  been  much  less  damage 
during  the  currency  of  the  year.  It  must  be  coincidence,  because 
I  cannot  think  that  the  persons  who  perform  such  misdeeds  ever 
peruse  these  official  pages. 
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MORTUARIES. 

The  three  Council-owned  and  controlled  mortuaries  have 
been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  state,  and  no  complaints  have 
been  received. 


RATS. 

Our  work  in  this  direction  is  still  remarkably  small,  and 
although  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  requested  that  we  should  do 
sewer  baiting,  we  have  not  so  far  acceded  to  their  request. 

The  most  potential  sites  for  rat  breeding  are  undoubtedly  our 
refuse  tips,  and  we  do  from  time  to  time  find  evidence  of  these 
rodents  thereon,  but,  being  under  our  own  control,  we  can,  and  do, 
bait  in  accordance  with  the  advice  issued  by  the  Rodent  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


FLOODS. 

In  March  of  1947,  in  common  with  several  other  districts  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  floods  occurred  in  the  low-lying  portion  of 
Methley,  and  affected  four  houses.  These  houses  were  cut  off 
entirely  from  the  rest  of  the  district  for  some  little  time,  and, 
strange  though  it  may  seem,  it  was  not  until  the  one  man  who  was 
able  to  make  his  way  from  the  houses  to  the  “  mainland  ”  became 
tired  of  working  a  delivery  service  for  his  neighbours,  that  I 
became  aware  of  the  situation.  Situations  of  this  sort  come  to 
the  Health  and  Cleansing  Department  to  be  solved,  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Clerk  and  Chairman  of  the  Council  we  made  a 
bridge  from  the  dry  land  to  the  houses,  and  the  marooned  tenants 
were  then  able  once  more  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  civilisation. 
The  water,  which  was  back  flow  from  the  River  Aire,  subsided  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  the  houses  were  cleansed  with  the  help  of 
soap,  disinfectant  and  advice  from  this  Department,  and  all 
became  normal. 


STATISTICAL  RECORD. 

Overleaf  you  will  find  the  full  statistics  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  throughout  the  year.  Statistics  in  themselves  are 
dry  and  uninteresting,  but,  coupled  with  the  picture  I  have  tried 
to  draw  for  you  in  the  previous  pages,  and  compared  with  the  last 
year's  figures  which  you  already  have,  they  will  give  you  an  idea 
of  the  way  in  which  the  Department  is  operated,  and  the  good 
which  we  think  we  do. 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  464 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  .  .  714 

Reinspections  under  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  88 

Reinspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  598 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Inspections  for  Vermin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  169 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  .  .  .  .  104 

Infectious  Diseases  Investigation — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90 

Suspected  Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Other  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Water  Samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Smoke  Abatement  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

District  Ambulance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Petroleum  Storage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Mortuaries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Sewer  and  Drainage  Inspections  .  .  .  .  460 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Public  Cleansing  Service  .  .  .  .  .  .  350 

Plant  Maintenance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  ' .  .  228 

Sanitary  Conversions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Floods  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Shops  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

3,692 


WORKS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Drains  cleared  from  obstruction  .  .  . .  32 1 

Sink  waste  pipes  cleared  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  403 

Defective  dustbins  supplied  in  default  .  .  .  .  3 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Chimney  stacks  repaired .  .  .  .  . .  . .  7 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  12 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  4 

External  walls  repaired  or  repointed  .  .  .  .  6 

Water  closets  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  jg 

Water  services  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  18 

Internal  walls  repaired  or  replastered  .  .  .  .  16 

Ceilings  replastered  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  g 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Sinks  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  3 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed,  refitted  or  repaired.  .  9 

Set  pots  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Sanitary  conversions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Dry  ashpits  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  .  .  .  .  .  2 


STAFF. 

We  are  still  in  the  midst  of  changes.  Mr.  Hodgson  returned 
in  the  early  part  of  1947,  but  left  with  our  good  wishes  to  take  up 
another  post  at  Bilston  late  in  the  same  year.  K.  R.  Lawson  has 
not  returned,  and  Miss  Whittingham,  my  able  and  efficient 
amanuensis  since  my  appointment  here,  left  to  take  up  a  more 
lucrative  post  with  the  newly-formed  Divisional  Health  Service. 
Our  loss  is  their  gain,  and  although  years  of  experience  has  taught 
me  that  no-one  is  indispensable,  I  personally  shall  miss  for  a  long 
time  the  wealth  of  knowledge  which  she  had  acquired  during  her 
stay  here,  and  used  so  ably  for  the  good  of  the  Department.  She 
was  replaced  by  a  temporary  clerk  until  such  time  as  a  permanent 
one  could  be  obtained. 

In  concluding  this  Report  I  would  again  thank  all  the  members 
of  my  staff  and  the  senior  officials  of  the  Council,  particularly 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  help  and  advice,  and  the 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  Council  for  their  support. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  WILSON. 


m 


■  - 


.  ■-  skt ■  r;  >:  •  -  .  *  •■■:r--i  ■..  -  . 

Pi 

--  >  ■  ■;•  j  •:  •  -■ ; 

■  • 

■ 

..  X  ■■  /  -^'^•Vi-'1’’.'  1  ■'  '  •  ?■’"■  'V'  ;'.Kv-^  -  *'  :  ':■  ' 


■;<»  ■;:•£- 


cate's 


\jt-. 


iSi; 


Livi 


5*5§i i 


Pi 


SPPppIpPIppI' 

■■"■■  ■;■■■  ■  :  :■  :  -.  --  v.  i,  -  .•  ■  ■  .-  -;  '-■  ■ 

..Pyvw p>v::  -Mr.:-::: 

:  .  . 

ill 

'■-  •  ....  -  .  i*''’  ••.•;•■=■•',>.  •  •'•'  jfW'-K- •■•  1  .  •-  :•  .  --•■'•  •  •  .  •• 

-  "  &  ;;  -  -  -.  :;  '■=>  : 


- 

■ 

,  1  'l  „  ‘  ft 

^Silpp 

!  ■•<>  i  “  ••!  - • . i.'-,  ,•.■•' ."•- •  ■  •'-:>•;  ■  o  -,-v., *. ••■  ■  ..,  .  •  .  ;  ,.v  x  •;  ■  <y 

<T‘ A  -  \  %  V"  /'p  ;  V  >-  '*  * 


Wpjm>$ 


- l.;1 


. 


iT- 


.-fP-'-*  v- 


